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The Paris Tasting of 1976 (now the subject of the Hollywood film “Bottleshock”)
will forever be remembered as the event that transformed the wine industry.
At this legendary blind tasting, a panel of top French wine experts shocked the
industry by rating unknown California wines more highly than France's best.
On the 24th May 2011, The Sovereign Art Foundation hosted a special blind wine
tasting to showcase the best of Portugal against the best of France. A judging
panel was set up and chaired by Simon Tam, Hong Kong’s foremost wine critic
who sat alongside Charles Curtis MW, head of Asia wine sales for Christie’s,
Nigel Bruce, publisher of several wine books and member of The Hong Kong
Wine Society, Filipe Santos, President of the Wine Society in Macau, Paulo Pong
from Altaya Wines and Benoit Allauzen, head sommelier from L’Atelier de Joel
Robuchon, Hong Kong.

Guests purchased tickets to attend the event that evening with the proceeds
going to The Sovereign Art Foundation. Each of the 13 wines were scored out of
20- as in the original Paris tasting.
Guest Alfred Ng ranked the wines closest to the judges and won an IWC gold
‘Portuguese’ watch.

Here is a list of the wines we tasted, all of the 2007 vintage, in the order
presented together with the scores given by both the judges and the public.
Wines
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Beychevelle
Pintas
Leoville Barton
Quinta do Noval
Latour
Mouton Rothschild
Chryseia
Lynch Bages
Quinta Vale Dona Maria
Quinta da Leda
Batuta
La Mission Haut Brion
Esporao

Judges Score
105
100.5
106
101
106.5
110
99.5
110
106
102
98
107
97

Public Score
608
663.5
711.5
673
715
741
646.5
672.5
658.5
668.5
681
722.5
709.5

This means the judges ranked the wines in the following order:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Mouton Rothschild and Lynch Bages
La Mission Haut Brion
Latour
Leoville Barton and Quinta Vale Dona Maria
Beychevelle
Quinta da Leda
Quinta do Noval
Pintas
Chryseia
Batuta
Esporao

The public ranked the wines in the following order:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Mouton Rothschild
La Mission Haut Brion
Latour
Leoville Barton
Esporao
Batuta
Quinta do Noval
Lynch Bages
Quinta da Leda
Pintas
Quinta Vale Dona Maria
Chryseia
Beychevelle

On analysis this shows a very close result. The judges gave the winning wine an
average of 18.33 points but the best Portuguese wine, Quinta Vale D. Maria
2007 Douro Red, which came equal 4th received a very close average of 17.67
points from the judges. Even the lowest ranked wine received an average of
16.17 points from each judge attesting to the quality of all the wines tasted.
The public vote was surprisingly similar to that of the judges. The public chose
the same wines as their first four but chose Esporao- the only wine from the
Alentejo region of Portugal (all other Portuguese wines in the contest being
from the Douro)- as their fifth favourite. The public’s least favourite wine, by
some margin, was Beychevelle which was much liked by the judges and scored
only five points less than the judges’ winner. Taking Beychevelle out of the
equation all other wines scored by the public received between 741 points
(Mouton Rothschild) and 646.5 points (Chryseia). This represents a difference of

only 94.5 points in total between the top French wine and the bottom
Portuguese wine so less than 2 points per scorer.
The tasting showed that Portuguese red wines can compare favourably to 1st
growth French wines. Portuguese wines have fantastic aging potential and
show real depth of flavour and character with unique grape varieties.
The event was held in aid of the Sovereign Art Foundation and the money raised
will go towards supporting the programmes in Cambodia, India and elsewhere
which use art as therapy and rehabilitation for disadvantaged children.
Please look at our website www.SovereignArtFoundation.com and our
explanatory video featuring Martina Navratilova and Hollywood film director
Baz Luhrmann at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D5fRTxLSehw

Notes to Editors:
The Sovereign Art Foundation was registered as a charity in Hong Kong in 2003.
The Foundation was set up by Howard Bilton, a tax lawyer who turned his artcollecting hobby into what is now Asia’s largest art prize. Howard’s passion for
art is as strong as his passion for wine as he teamed up with winemaker David
Baverstock to produce Howard’s Folly in the Alentejo region of Portugal.
Howard is also the chairman of The Sovereign Group.
The first Sovereign office opened in Gibraltar in 1987 and now has offices or
agents in all the major offshore and onshore financial centres. This global
reach enables them to provide international access from a local point of
delivery.
Sovereign’s core business is setting up and managing tax-efficient structures
to assist wealth management, foreign property ownership and cross-border
business. In addition to high net worth individuals and their families, our clients
include expatriates, entrepreneurs and businesses of all sizes. Sovereign also
offers a wide range of services which are a natural adjunct to their main
activity, including asset management, financing, specialist tax advice and credit
cards.
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