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Books - financial and otherwise

he whole of Gibraltar goes “book the weather will be kind, so that Gibraltar visit to Captain Drinkwater's 1793 Library

mad"” at this time of year. In mid- and its local businesses can enjoy all the alone had made the trip worthwhile.

month we welcome benefits that come from

the third Gibunco il o1+ hosting such a festival, “Why do books But enough of the festival itself.
International Literary Festival Sl e i | with venues full and lots Why do books and writing in
to Gibraltar. Having attended a of “fringe” events taking general mean so much for busi-
number of the lectures myself place all over the Rock. SCCUCICIUILIE | \oc<? Given the development
last year, | am sure we are in for so much for of 24-hour rolling news and a
another bookish treat this year. Consider One cannot put a price on the business?* seemingly insatiable appetite
the impressive line-up of speakers and value of the wider publicity for streaming video and so on,
their topics and it's not hard to see why that these fairs generate. And this one is there still a place for the written word,
the excitement is mounting. comes hot on the heels of the enormous- articles, pamphlets and books?

ly successful Gibraltar Music Festival,

The forthcoming events set me to thinking  which raised our profile yet again in the Well, yes. In my own role, | am respen-
about books, naturally, in a financial sense. UK national press and beyond. For the sible for much of the written content
The festival itself is now in its literary event in particular, we Sovereign sends out to its clients, contacts
third year and is conveniently « every flight | are able to show and colleagues worldwide.
held in November when the X off our distinc- i Much of this is in the form
hotels and flights are less full take to Gibraltar tive facilities, not How do 1,’0” of - dare | say it? - somewhat
of summer tourists. Having st fotally full - ISP make a Gibraltar dry marketing materials: |
said that, | must say that every BELLERGETATIIT Library. At one of company structure ERESRETNIINNL best, but
flight | take to Gibraltar seems ~ SEREASSISTHLVESE the lectures in the [l MU BESAZEE | oo you make a Gibraltar
totally full - and I'm travel- Library last year, a company structure sound, well,
ling a lot these days. Nevertheless, it's a lady informed me that she had had no idea  sexy? And even when the subject name
perfect time of year to visit. Hopefully, about Gibraltar's literary heritage but thata  has a faintly salacious whiff to it - say, a

e O
GIBRALTAR MAGAZINE NOVEMBER 2015 21

: and writing in
treat this year.”




bareboat charter - the reality
is simply a form of yacht rental
agreement. It is much more in- [,
teresting for the author to start |7
with an “idea” that will hope-
fully morph into an absorbing,
coherent article - just like the |
one you are struggling to get
through now, dear reader.

There is, in short, more re-
quirement than ever for written
material and this demand is emanating
from a growing, more informed, media
savvy global audience. This is why | cringe
when | read some of the tragic efforts

of the younger generation for whom the
simple rules of writing seem to have been
ignored - or not taught them in the first
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around but | seem to have been cured.
Curling up in front of the fire with a good
e-reader or tablet may not have the same
romance to it but, for me, this is more then
outweighed by the convenience of being
able to “pack” a large collection of books
on a single, lightweight electronic device
that will fit inside a generous coat pocket.

place. Misplaced apostrophes
and "would of" instead of
“would have” are just two of
my bugbears, but don't let me
. get started down that route.

Of course, books don't need to
be the lengthy tomes one finds
in the Garrison Library, still less

| is there any - - Having szid that, | have not been
| requirement . able to kick my long-standing
for a physi- | | newspaper habit completely.

Although | read one of the main
UK dailies online, | still get a kick
from turning the pages of a daily
paper too. All of this is music to
a publisher's ears as more and
more material is made available -
* and in most cases paid for.

cal sheaf of pages to be

bound together. Consider |
the range of e-readers £
available these days. £
It took me quite some :
time to lose the habit of
carrying a weighty book
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In my former life as a banker, our lives
were dominated by books - mainly of the
financial variety. When | started lending
the bank’s money to
corporate clients, it was =
always on the basis that | e
the books balanced and B
showed a good picture |
(they didn't always but |
then I'm not an accoun-
tant). My lending - as
much of my work is still
done to this day - was
based on the person and

my impression of them I

rather than concentrat-

ing solely on “"the financials”. However the
ability though to read through a company’s
books - say, the balance sheet and P&L
account - is another life skill | think we
should teach all our children.

But in my early career, | came across other
types of books. Back in the early ‘eighties,
one of my first jobs was to manage the
only mobile bank in Jersey. We used to
drive a converted ice cream van to various
outlying island parishes and wait for the
locals to turn up to “do their banking”. One
day, a most confused elderly lady came on
board and demanded to know what books
| had to offer; she was convinced she had
come aboard the local mobile library. It
took some time for me to convince her
otherwise. In the end, | gave her a pay-

W So, is there money to be

ing-in book and she went away delighted.
Good customer service never seemed so
easy.

| made in this ever increas-
| ing lexicon of books and
| other writing? Certainly
| there is, and not just from

with these concepts in more detail in a
future column, but protecting your work,

_ whether it's in the form of

| writing or any other creative

~ medium, should be one of your
- first considerations - and it

| might just be one of the best

- financial decisions you will ever
make.

the blockbuster novel.
| Most of the bookshops that | visit have
. spawned all manner of new sections

™ that far exceed the “regular” catego-

ries - fiction, non-fiction and perhaps a
few others - that | remember from my
schooldays. Some have whole depart-
ments dedicated to the technological age
and beyond. Perhaps not coincidentally,
you also find a plethora of self-help titles
ranging from the obvious “teach yourself”
variety through to all sorts of weird and
wonderful therapies for various conditions
or maladies, many of which are completely
unknown to me.

It is easy to see why a best-selling author
might be an attractive client for a financial
services company such as Sovereign, but
there are many other “authors’ (software
code writers, for example) whose work
should be protected. Simple copyright
rules date back to The Statute of Anne in
1710 but a whole industry now sur-
rounds the protection of anything termed
“intellectual property”. | shall be dealing

So yes, dear reader, | shall be fully support-
ing the forthcoming literary festival and |
encourage anyone who did not participate
during the previous two years to book at
least a couple of the lectures. There is a
plenty of choice and you won't need to
break the bank because ticket costs are
very modest.

Goodbye and good reading.
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